[Distribution of fibronectin in the skin of patients with scleroderma].
The distribution of fibronectin (FN), a major glycoproteic component of extra-cellular matrix, has been studies by an indirect immunofluorescence technique in the skin of 50 normal controls and 19 sclerodermic patients. In the normal skin, FN was present mainly in the papillary dermis, as thin strips and less abundant in reticular dermis, bound to collagen bundles. In scleroderma skins, FN was increased in the deep dermis of extensive and evolutive lesions (11 cases). In an other hand, the distribution of FN was not modified in stabilized lesions (8 cases). We conclude that the detection of FN in the scleroderma skin is an useful marker of the activity of the systemic sclerosis process and we discuss the possible role of FN as a primary matrix for organization of the collagenous connective tissue during the sclerosing process.